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Franklin Survey District is located approximately % mile north
of Westernport in the southwestern corner of Allegany County, Maryland.
The architecture of Franklin is characterized by single family and
duplex vernacular-styled dwellings. These frame buildings are typically
s to 2 stories tall and 2 to 4 bays wide.

Franklin is a typical company town in the southern end of the Georges
Creek coal region. Like many other company towns of the region Franklin
was established in the 1850's after the transportation system carrying
Georges Creek coal to the eastern seaboard was established.
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Franklin Survey District is located approximately one-half of a mile north
of Westernport in the southwestern coner of Allegany County, MD. All but
4 of the 45 buildings within the survey district are located on the
northeastern side of Maryland Route 936 which runs NW to SE through the
town. The C & P Railroad and Georges Creek parallel Rt. 936 on the south-
side of the highway. The terrain of the survey district is flat.

The architecture of Franklin is characterized by single family and
duplex varnacular-styled dwellings. These frame buildings are typically
1% or 2 stories tall and 2 to 4 bays wide. They rest on stone foundations
and have gabled roofs. Many have shed-roofed porches abutting the rear
elevation which give these buildings a saltbox shape common to the mining
region (an example is AL-VI-C-197, #43 on the attached map).

Two examples of Italianate architecture found in Franklin exhibit the
flat facade, shed roof, and bracketed projecting cornice typical of the
style. (An example is AL-VI-D-202, #17 on the attached map).

The single example of the Bungalow style in Franklin is a typically
1% story structure with simple bracketing and a gently sloping gable roof
with a gabled dormer. (#42 on the attached map).

A typical early 20th century industrial/commercial structure, the
Welsh Petroleum Products building, is located near the SE end of the
survey district. The one story frame building is clad with corrugated
metal (#4 on the attached map).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Franklin is a typical company town in the southern end
Like many other company towns of the region Franklin

Creek coal region.

of the Georges

was established in the 1850's after the transportation system carrying

Georges Creek coal to the eastern seaboard was established.
component of this sytem, the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, neared i
pany announced plans to house the miners

in 1850,

the Franklin Coal Co

needed for mining operations.

A major
ts completion

The company's building plans were probably delayed until 1853, when
the Georges Creek Coal and Iron Company's railroad from Lonaconing to the

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at Piedmont, WV was completed.
rail link was in place many mines in the souther
the Franklin Mine, were opened.?2

Once this wvital
n end of the region, including
The town of Franklin was built between

1852 and 1857 and was "settled mostly by foreigners"3 1In 1877 the Franklin
Coal Company employed 150 men.%
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Franklinp Survey District
Allegany Co. 10/81
Looking East (photo #2)
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Franklin Survey District
Allegany Co. 10/81
Looking SE (photo #4)




